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  THIS MONTH AT GRACE 

October 1st 
LWML Sunday 
 

October 2nd 
Elders Meeting, 6pm 
 

October 4th 
CPTLN Meeting  at Oklahoma 
Ave. Lutheran Church, 10AM 
 

October  22nd 
Elders Appreciation Sunday  
& Grace’s Anniversary 

Synod prepares response  

to devastated Puerto Rico  

An LCMS Disaster Response 
team has been on standby, 
waiting for the military and 
first responders to clear roads 
and secure hard-hit areas so 
that it can enter the country 
and assess needs. A tentative 
five-day trip is planned to 
begin Oct. 5.  // Page 10 

Elders are so important in our congregation.  
They are wonderful lay servants of the Lord  

and His Body, and take care of the spiritual life of 
the church, including our pastors. // Pages 6 & 7  
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Office: 384-3520—384-4817   Fax: 384-3528 

E-mail: info@grace-ok.org 

Office Hours: TUESDAY-THURSDAY 9am-4pm 
 

Rev. Germán Novelli-Oliveros, Pastor 
Mobil Phone: (414) 366-5299 

Email: novelligrace@gmail.com 
 

Congregational Officers 

Terrence Donaldson, President   

Mark Jubeck, Vice-President   

Marian Laub, Treasurer 

 

Staff 

Rev. German Novelli (Sr.), Pastor-Comunidad de Gracia 

Jane Donaldson & Jenny LaCruz, Office Secretaries 

Telva Szymborski, Organist 

Dennis Szymborski, Choir Director 

Michelle Lenski, Bell Choir, VBS, and Youth Group Leader 

Lucia Novelli, Lay Readers  

Jane Donaldson and Marge Wodvarka, Altar Guild 

Augusto LaCruz & Pablo Novelli, Worship Translators   

Sue Pritzlaff, Ruth Guild President/ LWML   

Sue Brahm, Sunday School Superintendent  

Marilyn Jubeck, Senior Fellowship/ LWML   

Kenneth Lovas, Interior Custodian   

Shirley Lovas, Altar Flowers and Thrivent  

Judy Zarzynski, Caring Connectors and Piece Makers 

   

 

Board of Directors 

Don Ewert, Board of Elders 

Jim Barndt, Board of Evangelism 

Brenda Nitz, Director of Stewardship 

Susan Brahm, Board of Education 

James Van Acker, Board of Trustees 

David Biermann, Board of Fellowship 

Kenny Lovas, Board of Human Concerns  

 

   www.grace-ok.org  
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USHERS 
OCTOBER 1st 

Chuck and Alana Zielesch,  
Don and Karen Ewert 

 

OCTOBER 8th 
Jim Barndt, Mark Jubeck,  

Dave Biermann, and Chester Zbrozek 

 

OCTOBER 15th 
Dave and Danny Gaus,  

Sheryl Pelican, and Lori Eshelman 

 

OCTOBER 22nd 
Art and Amy Socha,  

Terry and Jane Doanldson 

 

OCTOBER 29th 
Sue Pritzlaff, Lynda Trapp,  

Brenda Nitz, and Shirley Lovas 
 

NOVEMBER 5th 
Chuck and Alana Zielesch,  

Don and Karen Ewert 
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Lillian Hughes  

Go Tell it on the Mountain  

Acts 17:26: From one 
man he made every  
nation of men, that 
they should inhabit the 
whole earth and he  
determined the times 
set for them and the  
exact place where they 
should live. 
 

A 
bout 45 years ago,  
Charlotte Toepfer shared 
with our Ruth Guild  
information about  

Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT). 
We voted to support the amazing 
work Bible translators undertake.  
 
So did Mart Green, owner of Mardel 
Christian and Educational Supply 
and former chairman of the board 
of Hobby Lobby. This is his story, 
taken from an article written by 
Bob G. Stewart in the LBT  
Newsletter:  
 
When he started Mardel, Green says 
he did so thinking it would be a good 
move from a retail standpoint as 
well as being a business that could 
actually change lives. He quickly  
realized that one of the ways they 
could do that was by helping in Bible 
translation. Soon the company was 
regularly supporting Bible  
translating organizations that 
worked around the globe. Then it 
occurred to us that we could do even 
more, so we started partnering with 
the translators to help get the Bibles 
printed once they were translated.  
I soon found out that the Bible we 
were distributing had taken 40 years 
to translate. Not only that, but out of 

the 30,000 people in the language 
group it had been translated for, 
only 1,000 were Christians, and  
only 400 of those could read. From 
a business standpoint, that’s not a 
very good return on investment.  
I had to ask myself, why are we 
spending money and time doing 
this? Why is this a good thing? 
When the time came for the  
distribution ceremony in  
Guatemala, Green was still thinking 
about the numbers. That’s when he 
noticed Gaspar. When he received 
his Bible, he wept. It was then he 
got a message, not in words but in 
his heart: Why don’t you go over 
there and tell Gaspar that he’s not a 
good return on investment.  
 
I was reminded of this article 
while reading Acts 16:14, 15, 34 
and Acts 17:26. Paul, by a vision, 
was called to preach in Macedonia.  
 
He arrived in Philippi the leading 
city of the district of Macedonia.  
One of the women who heard him 

speak was Lydia. She responded to 
the gospel and she and her  
household was baptized. The same 
thing happened with the jailer and 
his family. They believed and were 
filled with joy.  
 
Paul had to flee because of  
persecution, but the seed was 
sown on fertile soil as we see from 
the book of Philippians. Philippi 
was the first church Paul founded 
in Europe. 
 
We can say with confidence, yes, 
we are getting a good return on 
our offerings because it’s the  
message, Jesus Christ, not the  
messenger that grows the church 
and the  Holy Spirit who  produces 
the results.  

 G r a c e N o t e s     O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  



P a g e  5  EDUCATION 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7   G r a c e N o t e s  



P a g e  6  FROM PASTOR 

Loving our Elders! (Part One) 

O 
ctober is Pastors  
Appreciation Month.  
It is great to have a time 
to honor, thank, and  

appreciate the hard work of our 
pastors. However, this year shall  
be different at GRACE. I have  
encouraged our church’s leaders  
to pass this celebration to our  
elders, at least for this year.  
They deserve it!  
 
Elders are so important in our  
congregation. They are wonderful 
lay servants of the Lord and His 
Body, and take care of the spiritual 
life of the church, including our 
pastors. 
 
An elder told me once: “Pastor, we 
are here to make your work easier.” 
That’s right! Although, it sounds 
simple and easy, it is not!  
 
Elders exist to take care of the  
spiritual life of the shepherd, and 
also to help him in his roles within 
the flock.  
 
According to our By-Laws, Elders 
serve us by: taking care of the  
pastoral needs; counseling the  
pastor; assisting him in the  
visitation of those who are ill or 
homebound; supervise the worship 
life of the church; assist in the  
distribution of the Lord’s Supper; 
and by performing other roles.  
 
These men take the time to serve 
us. These men use their talents to 
make of our church a better 
place.  These men work hard to 
pray for us, and we all are  
important for them. They want you 
to feel welcome and loved as you 
grow in faith as part of our family.   

 
GRACE has been blessed by these 
men, and on behalf of our faith  

community I want to say: THANK 
YOU ELDERS! 
 
Right now, we have ten elders in our 
church. Some of them have served 
for decades. They are not just a 
group of old guys who meet at Grace 
once a month. They -along with our 
directors and leaders- are more 
than that… they have been key in all 
the good things happening here.  
 
If you are a man of faith, willing to 
serve God’s people, and ready to use 
your time and talents to work  
within the Church, why not  
becoming an elder? Think about 
that.! If you know someone who 
could serve us in this role: talk to 
me! We are looking for elders, just 
in the same way we are seeking for 
more people to get involved in the 
work of the Church.  

 
Now, let me introduce you these 
ten guys. I want you to know them, 
to pray for them, and to love 
them… they are my -and your- 
friends! 
 
 

Donald Ewert  
(Elder since 2006) 
Don is the current 
director of our 
Board of Elders. He 
has been a member 
of this congregation 
for 12 years. 
 
He says: “I liked 
GRACE because of the warm,  
welcoming feelings extended to 
my wife and I as we searched for a 
new church home.  Our Layton 
Park Lutheran Church closed, and 
our desire to find a congregation 
we could both become a part of 
was our goal.” 
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Pastor Germán  
novelligrace@gmail.com 

 
The prayer below, by Pastor Mark 
Jeske, is shared by many who serve 
God and his people. 
 
Dear God, as each of us thinks of the 
ways we participate as leaders in our 
lives, our hope is that we are willing 
to be good servant leaders.  In  
fervent prayer we ask, feed us, dear 
God, on your wisdom and  
understanding.  We turn to you, 
Lord, not only for our good, but for 
the good of all we serve.  Teach each 
of us to take only the authority that 
is only ours to take.  Together in 
prayer we ask to be blessed by you 
and to be a blessing to others.  We 
offer thanks to you, Oh God, for  
guiding us through every step of the 
way in service to you and our Grace 
community.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Art Socha  
(Elder for 40+ years) 
Since he is still an  
elder here, he thinks 
the experience has 
been a good one.   
He finds it interesting 
and has seen a lot of 
people come and 
go.  There was a time 
when the Elders participated in the 
Baptisms, and he got to see people 
being baptized, getting married and 
then becoming parents. 
 
He likes being part of a small  
congregation in a large city.  Grace 
is not a mega church, and it is more 
personalized here.  He knows most 
people who attend church here. 
Art believes that the Lord has each 
of us here for something.  Being an 
Elder is being part of the church’s 
ministry.  He has been an usher for 
several years and recently joined 
the choir after retiring. 

 

Wally Pelican  
(Elder for 20+ years) 
Wally says that his 
experience as an  
elder has been good, 
but he has been 
through a lot over the 
tenure of 3  
pastors.  He has also 
been on the board of 
Trustees and the Finance  
committee.  He would like to see 
some new people participate in 
church activities. 
 
For Wally, the best thing about 
Grace is the friendships he has with 
all of the people here. He feels it is 
important to get God’s Word out, 
and to help people who are in need. 
 

Eugene Hanoski  
(Elder since 2000) 
Gene says: “I have 
been a member of 
this congregation for 
30 years. We enjoy 
and feel comfortable 
being members of 
Grace because the 
congregation is a 
close knit group who 
care about their 
members and are willing to help 
when needed.” Through the years, 
Gene have been on the finance  
committee counting weekly  
contributions. 
 

Dan Kacmarcik  
(Elder since 2016) 
Dan has been a  
member of our Grace 
Community for 23 
years. About his time 
at GRACE, Dan wrote: 
“I liked GRACE  
because our Pastors 

preach that Jesus Christ is our 
Lord and Savior.  We praise and 
worship Him above all other 
things. For the past 12 years I 
have been reading and  
coordinating others to read at the 
first service.  I’ve participated in 
several small group Bible  
studies.”  
 
Dan loves to take care of the 
Christmas decorations.  When we 
had live music at the “Praise Now” 
service, he helped put away all of 
the equipment after the service. 
 

Dave Gaus  
(Elder since 2016) 
He was a temporary 
elder until becoming 
an elder this last 
Voters’ meeting in 
June. Dave really  
enjoys talking to 
people and likes  
being an Elder very 
much. Dave thinks the people here 
at Grace are very, very friendly 
and he loves the people here. He 
was brought up in the Lutheran 
Church and his father went to 
church every Sunday.  He feels 
that he is following in his father’s 
footsteps, and he believes that 
God should be so important in 
people’s lives. 
 
 
These men are great servants of 
God! In our next GRACE NOTES 
issue, I’ll be introducing you our 
other four elders.  Meanwhile, 
pray for them, and for everyone 
who serves you here at GRACE! 
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Piece Makers 
Every Thursday  
9:00AM-1:00PM 

 

Come join us for a time of fellow-
ship and in piecing together quilts 

to keep  
our veterans warm.  

All are welcome! 
Any questions please call Judy  

Zarzynski at 414-327-5759 
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ANNIVERSARIES 
9.— Brian & Sharon Maney 
16.— Daniel & Katherine Tobias 
19.— James & Ann Marie Barndt 
21.— Dennis & Lorene Zolinski 
24.— Acsie & Barbara Sanders 

BIRTHDAYS 
1.— Charles Zielesch 
2.— Amy Socha 
5.— Daniel Gaus Jr. 
9.— Erna Kanwischer 
13.— James Ferrier 
14.— Megan Lovas 
18.— Terrie Klebar 
18.— Diane Jubeck 
18.— Dnison Penndragon 
21.— Barb Ferrier 
23.— Sue Heim 
24.— Dennis Szymborski 
24.— Virginia Potter 
25.— Cynthia Ermis 
27.— Chester Zbrozek 
28.— Jim VanAcker 
29.— John Buege 

October 10 – 

Philippians 

Workshop 

T 
he Philippians workshop is a free event that 
is designed to bring together pastors and 
congregational lay leaders, to discuss what 
the struggles are with stewardship in the 

congregation, and who are reluctant to have that  
intentional stewardship focus. 
 
When?:   Tuesday, October 10, 2017 
 
Where?:  South Wisconsin District Office 
 
RSVP:     To register, contact Barb Slak at 414-292
-0745 or slak@swd.lcms.org by October 6, 2017 
 
For additional information on the workshop, contact 
Rev. Nathan Meador at 920-893-3071 
or pastormeador@gmail.com 
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Happy  

Crafters 
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Ruth Guild’s Notes 

Lutheran Women in Mission 
celebrates 75 years, serving 
the Lord with gladness. The 
LWML’s basic purpose  
remains:  Missions ! 
           Thank you to our Grace 
Community for your ongoing 
support of the Ruth Guild Nut 
and Candy Sale.  This sale helps 
us support our mission 
goals.  We also thank you for 
your mite box offerings, which 
help support district and na-
tional mission grants. 
           Ruth Guild Nut and Candy 
Sale – order now – sale ends 
Sunday, October 8th.  Order 
forms can be found on the 
round table in the  

narthex.  Return order forms 
to:  Marge Woodvarka, 
Shirley Lovas or Sue Pritzlaff. 
 

Upcoming LWML Event: 
Saturday, October 21st at 

9:00 am 
Zone 1 - LWML Fall Rally at 

Grace Lutheran, 8537 S. 
Pennsylvania Avenue,  

Oak Creek, WI. 
 

Speaker:  
Rev. William “Bud” Palmer 

Topic: Deaf Ministry 
 

Reporting for  
Grace Ruth Guild / LWML 

Sue Pritzlaff 

We  continue to meet 
every Thursday, 9—11 AM. 
We welcome new people 
whenever you can join us.  
 
Also, be sure to check at our 
new items in the Hoge Hall.  
If you have any ideas let us 
know. We will meet every 
week weather permitting.  
 
Any question, call or see 
Shirley Lovas 414—645 1282. 
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Synod prepares response 

to devastated Puerto Rico 

I 
nformation is still pretty 
“scattered” in Puerto Rico  
following the widespread  
devastation caused by  

Hurricane Maria Sept. 20,  
acknowledges LCMS missionary 
Rev. Matthew Ruesch, but he has 
received some news about  
Lutherans there. 
 
As of Sept. 27, Ruesch, now  
stateside, had heard via text from 
one member of his congregation — 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Mayagu ez — who reported that he 
and his daughter were safe at their 
home in Arecibo, on the northern 
coast.  

 
As with the recent Hurricanes  
Harvey and Irma, LCMS Disaster 
Response is accepting donations 
specifically for aid to Puerto Rico. 
Visit lcms.org/PuertoRicoRelief for 
information on ways to give. 

 
To give via text, type LCMSPuertoRi-
co into the text message field and 
send it to 41444. You’ll receive a 
text back with a link to a phone-
friendly, secure donation form. 
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COMUNIDAD DE GRACIA 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7   G r a c e N o t e s  



 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

First Class 

3030 West Oklahoma Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI  53215-4352 

Phone (414) 384-3520 

Fax (414) 384-3528 

www.grace-ok.org 


